Introduction
In 1999, the editorial board of Synlett introduced a new section called Synlett Spotlights. The Spotlight articles focus on selected reagents chosen by graduate students and emphasize their preparation and uses. The first published Spotlight concentrated on bis(cyclopentadienyl)titanium(III) chloride (Cp 2 TiCl) and was compiled by Helen J. Gold from the University of Cambridge, UK (Figure 1 ). 1 This year, Synlett celebrates its 20th birthday, and the 300th edition of Spotlight is to be published in issue 24. After ten years, the Spotlight section has become quite established and is well recognized by readers. Thus, after 300 editions, what could we extract from this innovative section and how has it changed? This summary will provide some facts and figures on the Spotlight section and highlight its influence on the international chemistry community. The data presented here were collected from the Synlett homepage 2 and from the ISI Web of Knowledge 3 and reflects only the author's impressions. Further, supplementary material is available for more information concerning Spotlights.
From a geographical point of view, in the first two years of publication, more than 70% of Spotlight articles originated from Europe (Table 1) . However, the publication of two articles from India presaged the fundamental change that would occur over the following years. A screening of articles by region over the last two years indicates a completely different situation is developing in which contributions from the Asian scientific community has begun to predominate. Unfortunately, so far there have been no Spotlight articles from African groups.
Looking at the distribution of contributions by country (Table 2) , it is noteworthy that the developing countries, and notably the BRIC countries (except Russia, which has not yet contributed to Spotlight) are leading the publica- When an evaluation of author affiliations was conducted (Table 3) , the results showed that there was a correlation between the leading countries and the leading universities in terms of number of published articles. Also, there is only one of the leading universities in the world as pointed by several controversial rankings. 4
In order to assess the pertinence of Spotlights, the number of citations of articles was compiled (Table 4 ). In this context, it could be said that the average number of citations for articles published shortly after the launch of Spotlights remains between two and five. Articles published over the last few years are probably too recent to be cited.
The most cited articles are presented in Using the number of citations to each Spotlight, an impact factor (IF) for the Spotlight section was compiled as if this section were a journal. To do this, it was calculated for each year the number of times ISI-indexed journals cited a spotlight article published in the preceding two years and divided this number by the total number of spotlight articles published in those two years. 21 As can be seen from the Table 6 , the simulated IF reached its highest values in 2002 and 2007 followed by a decrease. In order to avoid misinterpretation of these values 22 it is important to note that the low number of Spotlight articles and associated citations make any statistical analysis problematic; the sole conclusion that we can draw here is that if Spot-light were a journal then its impact factor would be greater than 0.5. It should be remarked that attaining a high IF was never the goal of the section.
As concluding remarks, the Spotlight section gives young researchers at the beginning of their careers an opportunity to publish information on interesting and relevant subjects. The preparation of a manuscript requires the student to stay connected with recent updates of the literature. Moreover, as the sole author of a Spotlight article, the student actively participates in the peer review process, which commonly involves defending their position, accepting criticisms and finally being judged by the scientific community, without direct interference from supervisors; overall, this process greatly enhances the professional maturity of the student. As a consequence of the publication, theses student-authors usually become part of the journal's board of referee's, which can also lead to their professional development. 
